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The Battle of Bloody Ridge:
Guadalcanal, 12-14
September 1942

The Battle of Bloody Ridge was
a pivotal clash in the struggle for
Guadalcanal. The battle was the
second of three major Japanese
offensives on the island. Some
830 US Marine Raiders and
paratroopers held off repeated
attacks by over 3,000 Japanese.
The Americans’ victory secured
their overall position on the island.
by Ray Starmann
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AirWarfare in the 1940
Norway Campaign

German and Allied airpower first
engaged heavily above Norway
during this early 1940 campaign.
The Luftwaffe came out the winner,
dominating the skies while providing
combat and logistical support

to the force on the ground. The
roots of that victory go back to the
interwar doctrinal debates about
the role of airpower in future wars.
by Joseph Miranda
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Map Study:

Allied Visions of Victory

The leaders of the main Allied
belligerents had wide and varied plans
for the realization of their war aims.
They ranged from insuring international
tranquility in the new era to maintaining
empires via an influx of new settlers
from the various mother countries.
Some wanted merely to survive; some
wanted to make certain their enemies
could never again threaten them, and
some wanted pretty much everything.
by Kelly Bell
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Scorched Earth: The Fall & Rise
of the Wartime Soviet Economy
As Soviet leader demonstrated
during the war, they were prepared
to sacrifice their own people if

it meant an advantage could be
obtained in the overall struggle. The
use of gulags (forced labor camps)
and penal battalions demonstrated
to all citizens they had the duty to
fight and, if necessary, die to protect
the motherland and, if they didn't
demonstrate a willingness to do so,
their fate would be the worse.

by John Walsh
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