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Panzers East:

Army Group Center, Summer 1941
On 22 June 1941, Adolf Hitler launched
Operation Barbarossa, his planned
conquest of the Soviet Union. Three
Wehrmacht Army Groups crashed
across the Soviet border on a 750-mile

front from the Baltic to the Carpathians.

by Ted Raicer

20

Late to the Party:

The US M26 Pershing

Tank in World War Il

Debuting on the battlefields of
Western Europe late in the war,
the US Army’s first heavy tank, the
M26 Pershing, had only a short
opportunity to prove it was the “Panzer
Buster” its designers claimed.

by Arnold Blumberg
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Pappy Boyington & the
Black Sheep Squadron

Formed in World War Il and led by the famed
Pappy Boyington, the Black Sheep Squadron
became one of the US Marine Corps finest
and deadliest air combat squadrons.

by Ray Starmann

42
CVEs:
Workhorses of US Naval Aviation

The escort carrier was the workhorse
of the US Navy during World War

II. Used in the Atlantic and Pacific
campaigns, these small aircraft carriers
were vital to victory for the Allies.

by Allyn Vannoy
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NAJOLS d431NIM

On 19 November
1942, the Red
Army launched
Operation
Uranus (the
envelopment of
German Sixth
Army fighting in
Stalingrad). Both
sides knew
Stalingrad was
the linchpin of
the German
defense along
the entire
southern portion
of the front.
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